PUNJAB STATE ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

        SCO NO. 220-221, SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH    
Petition No.71 of  2011                                                                                                                                                  Date of Order: 05-06-2012
In the matter of:
Petition regarding imposing regulatory measures on Category IV Continuous Process Industrial Consumers on emergent basis.

AND
In the matter of:        Punjab State Power Corporation Limited
   Present:      
           Smt.Romila Dubey, Chairperson


            

Shri Virinder Singh, Member     





Shri Gurinderjit Singh, Member  
ORDER          
          

   PSPCL filed this petition and prayed that PSPCL be authorized to impose  regulatory measures on Category IV Continuous Process Industrial Consumers under  emergent situation. PSPCL  submitted that the Commission in its Order dated 31.05.2011 in Petition No.19 of 2011 had  authorized PSPCL to impose power regulatory measures on various categories of consumers with a stipulation in  Para 3 (iii) of the said  Order  as under:-
“PSPCL would seek prior approval of the Commission in adopting any other power regulatory measure and for increasing the duration of the peak load restrictions”.
PSPCL further submitted that extract of the policy on peak load restrictions and exemptions annexed with the Order dated 31.05.2011 as Annexure- II, as contained in   Para 3  reads:-


“3.      Curtailment of PLH Exemptions


There  will    be   no  curtailment     in     exemptions  or 
enhancement of peak load restrictions in the case of any of the  categories at 1 above. Situations of emergent power shortage will be met by imposition of rotational power cuts on other categories of consumers. Any increase in PLH restrictions will be effected only with the prior approval of the Commission.”

   

PSPCL stated in the petition that it  had faced acute shortage of power on 21st and 22nd December 2011 due to tripping of units at its Thermal Power Plants and persisting  shortage of power due to lesser supply from GNDTP Bathinda, UBDC Hydro Generating units and lesser availability of 75 MW from BBMB share and found it difficult to meet the demand of power and as a result had resorted to unscheduled power-cuts. PSPCL submitted that it was left with no alternative but to impose regulatory measures by increasing  Peak Load Hours to Category IV Continuous Process Industrial Consumers from 3 hours to 15 hours (between 06.00 hours to end of peak load restriction hours) on purely temporary basis. PSPCL prayed that in order to deal with emergency, it may be allowed / authorized to effect the regulatory measure with respect to Category IV Continuous Process Consumers (except essential and exempted categories) and to extend the peak load hours of Category IV Continuous Process Industry from existing 3 hours to 15 hours for safe and secure operation of the grid.


The petition was admitted vide Order dated 28.12.2011 and PSPCL was directed to intimate full justification for proposed power regulatory measures specifying clearly the emergency conditions under which authorization to effect the regulatory measures by extending  peak load hours of Category IV Continuous Process Industrial Consumers  prayed for would be affected. PSPCL was further directed to specify the type of industries to be affected. PSPCL filed additional submissions in compliance with the order of the Commission vide C.E./ARR & TR memo No.5062/Sr.Xen/TR-5/500 dated 19.01.2012. During hearing held on 16.02.2012 it was observed by the Commission  that perusal of list of continuous process consumers reveals that  in many cases, the load allowed for continuous process (KW) is much more than the sanctioned Contract Demand of the consumers, which was not technically possible. Also some industries do not appear to have continuous process but have been allowed the status of continuous process.  PSPCL was accordingly directed vide Order dated 21.02.2012 to review the data furnished to the Commission. PSPCL was further directed to review the eligibility of various industries, list of which was supplied to the Commission, to be of continuous status and also to ascertain the minimum requirement of each unit without any adverse effect on its continuous process, irrespective of peak load exemption granted.



During hearing on 25.04.2012, PSPCL submitted that process of verification of data to remove the discrepancies and to ascertain the actual load required for the continuous process was under check in the field offices of PSPCL and submitted that more time was required to review the complete list and re-submit the same as per the directions of the Commission. On the next date of hearing held on 29.05.2012, PSPCL repeated the same submissions. After hearing the arguments of PSPCL further hearing in the matter was closed and Order was reserved vide Order dated 30.05.2012 of the Commission.



During the pendency of this petition, C.E./Commercial of PSPCL, also moved the Commission vide letter dated 27.02.2012 and  brought out that continuous process industries were getting uninterrupted power supply for full load whereas the actual load required to run the continuous process was far less. This position remained as such even when very stringent regulatory measures were imposed on other industrial consumers when PSPCL was short of supply and submitted a revised procedure  for concurrence of the Commission. The Commission after inviting and considering  public objections has passed Order dated 01.06.2012 laying down a detailed procedure for grant of continuous process status to existing as well as new industrial consumers. PSPCL had been further directed to complete the entire process within 90 days of issue of the  Order  dated 1.6.2012 and submit the revised list of continuous process industries to the Commission. PSPCL has also been directed to upload the list on its website.


In view of above, the prayer of the petitioner in this petition is not allowed as after following the above procedure power requirement of continuous process industries would substantially come down during the period power regulatory measures are adopted on other industrial consumers.



The petition is dismissed.
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